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Agenda

• Example Electric Bill Line Items

• Composition of Electric Spend by Charge Type

• Explanation of Charge Types

– Base Rates

– Reconciling Adjustment Factors

– Transmission

– Supply

• Public Rate Information

• Historical Trends in Rates

• Whatsinmyelectricbill.com

• Description of Website Functionality

2



Eversource Residential Electric Bill
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Generation Supply Charge, provided 
by a CCA

Reconciling Adjustment Factors 
shown individually

Includes Base Distribution Rates & 
Several Reconciling Adjustment 

Factors

FERC Regulated Transmission 
Charges which are translated into 

retail rates

• Although we are picking on Eversource 
here, National Grid works the same way



Illustrative Monthly Spend – Residential & Medium Commercial
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• Both scenarios assume basic service for supply. C&I scenario assumes 200 kW of demand and ~ 50% load factor



Charge Types and Ratemaking Frameworks
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Charge Type What it Pays for How its Set Cadence of Updates

Base Distribution 
Rates

These pay for the actual 
distribution system 
infrastructure including 
capital expenditures, O&M, 
property taxes, and company 
salaries and overhead

DPU base distribution rate 
cases. These typically 
occur every 3-5 years 

Major changes after base rate 
cases and annual incremental 
changes based on rate plan 
structure. Annual updates outside 
of base rate cases may track Capex 
or use a formula (e.g., PBR) 

Reconciling 
Factors

Single issue items that are 
outside of base rates.

Annual filings to DPU that 
document program 
expenses & revenues

Typically annually, although 
occasional mid-year adjustments 
may occur if large variances exist

Transmission The ISO-NE bulk transmission 
system

FERC filings that generally 
use a ratemaking formula

Annually

Generation Energy in the ISO-NE system Quarterly basic service 
auctions or retail contract

Per contract, but can be hourly w/ 
interval metering

Renewable 
Portfolio 
Standard (RPS) 
Charges

REC requirements by type to 
satisfy MA RPS obligations for 
retail suppliers

Based on DOER 
regulations for RPS % 
requirements and REC 
trading prices

RPS required REC percentages 
change annually. REC prices can 
change monthly per supply & 
demand.



Where You Can Find Distribution and Transmission Rates
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• Both National Grid and Eversource tariffs consist of text and incorporate the summary price 
sheets by reference. These summary sheets include all components of rates and can be 
found on the utility websites

• They are updated as needed and include effective dates (bottom right) and letter IDs at the 
top left to indicate order. 

Current Eversource Sheet 1-25-B page 1

Base Distribution Rates & Reconciling 
Adjustments bundled into Distribution 

bill line item

Charges to the middle and right of this 
sheet are shown as unique line items 

on the bill



Some Reconciling Riders Bundled into the Distribution Bill Line Item
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• The Reconciling rates that are summed and 
included in the distribution line item broken 
out separately on a subsequent rate sheet.

Current Eversource Sheet 1-25-B page 5



What Do These Adjustment Factors 
Pay For? 

• The table to the right shows applicable 
reconciling factors for National Grid in 2012 
and October 2024

• In both National Grid and Eversource, 
adjustment factors have proliferated over 
time. Many of these are to cover costs for 
state programs. 

• There are more to come based on pending 
Electric Sector Modernization Plans and the 
ISRE Factor (Infrastructure, Safety, Reliability, 
and Electrification Factor) approved in the 
last National Grid Rate Case
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Historical Trends – Base Distribution and Transmission

• Assumes a Residential Customer Using 700 kWh/mo. C&I rate trends are similar.

• Although there are differences among the utilities (and service areas w/in Eversouce), the 
general trends are the same.

9

Stepwise increases due to annual PBR 
adjustments

2.2% YoY Growth since 2010

The wiggles are due to changes in sales 
forecasts vs actual and revenues 

collected vs targets

7.4% YoY growth since 2010



Historical Trends – Major Reconciling Adjustment Factors & RPS Charges
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• These rates are for 
Eversource, but 
NGrid looks very 
similar



Contact us

Phone
(617) 777-2775

Email
info@energytariffexperts.com

Address
50 Milk street, 16th floor
Boston, ma 02109

Thank you
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The Need for Understanding Costs Are Real

• Massachusetts always near the top for energy costs

• Aggressive GHG reduction goals, Expensive Renewables, Limited 
Gas Capacity

• Large investments in Transmission and Distribution needed to meet 
goals

• Information on real costs difficult to find
• About 40 line items on electric bills.

• High bills impacting switch to all-electric









10 Year Comparison



Using Data from Website
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Using Data from Website
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Actual Bill

These total 
over 100 
dollars! 



Using Data from Website

Total Public Policy charges are $174 and if you 

add in RAAF it is $190 PER MONTH – Public 

policy in supply side (RGGI, RPS) is $68 which is 

not itemized on bill.



Contact

Robert.Rio74@outlook.com

Bob@RARstrategies.com

mailto:Robert.Rio74@outlook.com
mailto:Bob@RARstrategies.com
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